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 City Council Minutes  
Regular Meeting 

Virtual Meeting - Zoom 
September 14, 2020 

Note:  City Hall continues to be closed to the general public due to the Coronavirus pandemic.  
Citizens were given the opportunity to listen to the meeting via Zoom and also to submit 
questions/comments for Council’s consideration.  

PRESENT 

Mayor Eddie Ellington, Presiding; and Council Members Marion B. Williams, Sara M. Coffey, 
William Burnette, D. Michael Rainey, Melissa Elliott and Garry Daeke.  Council Member Jason 
A. Spriggs attended via Zoom. 

ABSENT 

None. 

STAFF PRESENT 

City Manager Edward T. Blackmon, City Attorney D. Rix Edwards, City Clerk Esther J. 
McCrackin, Assistant City Manager Paylor Spruill, Finance Director Joey Fuqua, Police Chief 
Marcus Barrow, Fire Chief Steve Cordell, Assistant Fire Chief Curtis Tyndall, Development 
Services Director Corey Williams, Human Resources Director Elgin Lane, Public Works 
Director Andy Perkinson, City Engineer Clark Thomas, Kerr Lake Regional Water Director 
Christy Lipscomb, Recreation and Parks Director Kendrick Vann, Customer Service Manager 
Shay Bennett, Downtown Development Manager Kathy Walters and IT Administrator Kevin 
Epps.  

CALL TO ORDER    

The 14 September 2020 Regular Meeting of the Henderson City Council was called to order by 
Mayor Eddie Ellington at 6:04 p.m. in the R. G. “Chick” Young, Jr. Council Chambers, 
Municipal Building, 134 Rose Avenue, Henderson, NC. 

ROLL CALL 

The City Clerk called the roll and stated that a quorum was present. 

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Council Member Elliott led those present in a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.   
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OPENING COMMENTS 

Mayor Ellington welcomed those who were interested in filling the unexpired vacant seat in 
Ward 4, along with everyone else by saying it is good to see people back in Council Chambers. 

ADJUSTMENTS TO/APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Mayor Ellington asked if there were any adjustments to the Agenda. The Clerk said there will be 
two add-on items under new business:  Providing for the Disposition of a Jointly Owned 
Property by the City and County Identified as 1324 Hargrove Street, Recorded in Vance County 
Tax Deed Book 1314, Page 0471, Further Identified as PIN #00006 06003 and the Submittal of 
an Application to Clean Water State Revolving Fund for Henderson Sewer Rehabilitation 2020 
Project.  Council Member Elliott moved to accept the Agenda as adjusted.  Motion seconded by 
Council Member Coffey, and unanimously approved. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mayor Ellington asked for any corrections to and/or approval of the minutes.  Council Member 
Daeke moved the approval of the 10 August 2020 Regular Meeting, the 18 August 2020 Special 
Called Meeting and the 9 September 2020 Special Called Meeting minutes.  Motion seconded by 
Council Member Williams, and unanimously approved. 

SWEARING IN OF COUNCIL MEMBER ELECT OLA THORPE-COOPER 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Rezoning Parkview Drive, Vance County Tax Parcels 0210 06001, 0210 06008, 0210 06009 
and 0210 0610 from B-4 (Neighborhood Commercial) District to O-I (Office Institutional 
District) (Reference:  CAF 20-84; Ordinance 20-29) 

City Manager Blackmon explained that Northpark Associates has requested the rezoning of four 
parcels of land behind the Social Security Office, DaVita Dialysis and between the Rural Health 
Group and the Farmers Market on Beckford Drive. This space is approximately six acres.  Mr. 
Blackmon then asked Mr. Williams to provide further details. 

Mr. Williams said the Planning Board met on August 17, 2020 and unanimously approved this 
rezoning.  If approved it will go before the Board of Adjustment during its October meeting.  Mr. 
Williams said this rezoning is not consistent with the 2030 Comprehensive Plan but is consistent 
with current uses.  This rezoning will provide similar services to what already exists in the area 
and will complete the available development in that area. 

Council Member Elliott asked the Manager to consider updating the 2030 Comprehensive Plan. 

Mayor Ellington asked if anyone would like to speak in favor of this rezoning.  No one expressed 
positive comments regarding this rezoning so the Mayor asked if anyone would like to speak 
against this rezoning.  Again, no comments were made against the rezoning, so the Mayor closed 
the Public Hearing and asked how Council would like to proceed. 
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Council Member Elliott moved the approval of Ordinance 20-29, Rezoning Parkview Drive, 
Vance County Tax Parcels 0210 06001, 0210 06008, 0210 06009 and 0210 0610 from B-4 
(Neighborhood Commercial) District to O-I (Office Institutional District).  Motion seconded by 
Council Member Coffey, and APPROVED by the following vote: YES: Williams, Coffey, 
Burnette, Rainey, Elliott, Daeke and Spriggs.  NO: None. ABSTAIN: None. ABSENT: None 
(See Ordinance Book 10, p 781) 

Authorizing the Submission of Community Development Block Grant Coronavirus 
(CDBG-CV) to the North Carolina Department of Commerce Rural Economic 
Development Division. (Reference:  CAF 20-88; Resolution 20-60) 

City Manager Blackmon said the City has a unique opportunity to apply for grant funds that will 
assist the residents of Henderson and Vance County.  As required by the grant, a Public Hearing 
is necessary to receive citizen input and if approved, a second Public Hearing will be held on 
Wednesday, September 23, 2020, at 12:00 noon.   

This CDBG-CV grant program is designed to help municipalities such as Henderson prepare, 
prevent or respond to the impacts of COVID-19.  Among other things, the funds can be used for 
assisting with overdue utility bills and food distribution.  Mr. Blackmon said the City might 
choose to utilize a third party to distribute the funds.  The City has the ability to apply for up to 
$900,000 and during the September 23, 2020, meeting, Mr. Blackmon will propose how to use 
these funds. 

Council Member Elliott thought this was a great opportunity to help citizens with their utility 
bills.  She also asked if some of the funding could be used to assist individuals interested in the 
Urban Homesteading program. 

Council Member Williams thanked the Manager for making this application and asked if any of 
the funding could be used to build tiny houses for veterans.  Ms. Williams also mentioned 
providing relief to the elderly. 

Council Member Coffey said any funds received should be used to help citizens behind with 
their utility/electric bills. 

Council Member Daeke suggested using some of the funds to help people pay back rent. 

Council Member Rainey expressed concern about how the procedure will be set to decide who 
will receive funds and how much. 

Manager Blackmon said part of the reason he is considering partnering with a third party is to 
help get the funds out to the community.  He said once the funds are received, a template would 
be developed on how to implement.  Mr. Blackmon stated he would like to submit the 
application by the end of September, which is why he would like to hold the required second 
Public Hearing on September 23. 

Council thanked Mr. Blackmon for bringing this Grant to their attention. 
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At this time, Mayor Ellington asked if anyone would like to speak in favor of this grant.  No 
comments were made so the Mayor asked if anyone would like to speak against this grant.  
Again, no comments were made so the Public Hearing was closed by the Mayor and he asked 
how Council would like to proceed. 

Council Member Elliott moved the approval of Resolution 20-60, Authorizing the Submission of 
Community Development Block Grant Coronavirus (CDBG-CV) to the North Carolina 
Department of Commerce Rural Economic Development Division. Motion seconded by Council 
Member Coffey, and APPROVED by the following vote: YES: Coffey, Burnette, Rainey, Elliott, 
Daeke, Spriggs and Williams.  NO: None. ABSTAIN: None. ABSENT: None (See Resolution 
Book 6, p 419) 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD ON AGENDA ITEMS 

City Clerk McCrackin advised one citizen wished to address Council on an Agenda item – the 
filling of the unexpired vacant Ward 4 Ward Seat. 

Allen Simmons, Oxford Road On behalf of his entire family, Mr. Simmons began by 
saying thank you for all that the Council and staff did during his mother’s illness and death.  He 
said that while Ms. Simmons was hospitalized they talked a lot and one of the things they 
discussed was filling her Council seat.  He said Ms. Simmons served this community in many 
ways and often shared her Christian voice.  Council is made up of diverse individuals and Ms. 
Simmons thought that Ms. Sharon Owens would carry on her legacy.  Mr. Simmons asked 
Council to honor his mother’s wish to select Ms. Owens but he added that whomever is selected 
should give their all from God to work for the City as only He and the individual selected will 
know what they have done is truly for Him and the work He has for that individual to do.  In 
conclusion, Mr. Simmons thanked Council for their service. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Authorizing an Engineering Agreement with Little Environments, PLLC in the Amount of 
$25,160 for the Engineering Evaluation of Fox Pond and Rowland Pond  (Reference: CAF 
20-77; Resolution 20-51, Ordinance 20-27) 

City Manager Blackmon said problems have been created with all the recent rainfall and this is 
an opportunity to address the problem.  He then asked City Engineer Clark Thomas to provide 
the details for this request. 

Mr. Thomas said on June 17, 2020, a major rainfall caused both dams to be overtopped.  This 
rainfall caused a breach at Weldon’s Mill Pond in the Sandy Creek Basin below Rowland Pond.  
These rainfalls have caused erosion and the Engineer believes it is necessary to have someone 
look at the dams so they are not breached.   

Council Member Williams asked if the State could look into this.  Mr. Thomas said neither the 
State nor the Army Corps of Engineers would do this for the City. 
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Council Member Rainey thought an evaluation had been done before.  Mr. Thomas said he had a 
discussion with the previous City Manager about four years ago; however, nothing was ever 
done.  He was unaware of anything being done before that. 

There were no other comments so Mayor Ellington asked how Council would like to proceed. 

Council Member Elliott moved the approval of Resolution 20-51, Authorizing an Engineering 
Agreement with Little Environments, PLLC in the Amount of $25,160 for the Engineering 
Evaluation of Fox Pond and Rowland Pond. Motion seconded by Council Member Spriggs, and 
APPROVED by the following vote: YES: Burnette, Rainey, Elliott, Daeke, Spriggs, Williams 
and Coffey.  NO: None. ABSTAIN: None. ABSENT: None. (See Resolution Book 6, p 401, 
Ordinance Book 10, p 777)  

Authorizing the Sale of Two Parcels of City Owned Land Located at 427-425 South 
Garnett Street, Recorded in Vance County Tax Deed Book 1346, Page 1154, Further 
Identified as PIN #0002 05008 and 0002 05008-A Respectively and to Advertise for Upset 
Bids Per North Carolina General Statute 160A-269  (Reference: CAF 20-87; Resolution 20-
59) 

City Manager Blackmon said although the offer to purchase these two properties does not meet 
the 40% of tax value criteria set by Council, the Land Planning Committee felt this should be 
brought before the Committee of the Whole for consideration.  He then asked Assistant City 
Manager Paylor Spruill to provide background on this offer. 

Mr. Spruill said an offer was made by Mr. Nelson Hernandez before the pandemic hit.  Mr. 
Hernandez’s original plan was to create a brewer and tap room at this location.  His plan 
included the use food trucks.  Unfortunately, the plans could not be finalized before Covid came 
about and he did not feel comfortable establishing a timeline because of the virus.  Since first 
making his business plan available, Mr. Hernandez has decided he would like to contract for 
privately owned parcels and has a contract for property on Spring Street.  He is also attempting 
to purchase property from Mr. Saleh and other property.  If successful he would own the entire 
block.  His plan now is to put the brewery on Spring Street and the taproom on Mr. Saleh’s 
property.  Mr. Hernandez would like to use the city owned property for an ancillary business.  
Mr. Spruill said that after reviewing what Mr. Hernandez has done in Louisburg, staff felt he has 
the ability to do this project in Henderson.  Mr. Spruill added that Mr. Hernandez works on a 
cash basis only and would like to acquire the properties as cheaply as possible.  If approved, this 
would have to go through the upset bid process.  Mr. Spruill concluded by saying he thought this 
project would be good for helping to develop downtown. 

Council Member Elliott asked about Mr. Hernandez’s other businesses and what 40% of the tax 
value would be for the property.  Mr. Spruill said that the tax value is high for the condition of 
the property.  Forty percent of the property values combined is estimated to be $12,000.  Ms. 
Elliott then asked if this goes forward if a timeline could be required.  Mr. Spruill said Mr. 
Hernandez did not wish to establish a timeline at this time due to Covid. 

Mayor Ellington asked about the condition of the properties.  Mr. Spruill said the structures have 
no roofs, there is brickwork that needs to be cone and the door and windows need to be replaced. 
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Council Member Coffey said she was not comfortable allowing this to move forward because if 
an exception was made regarding the 40% of tax value in this case, an exception would have to 
be made for future offers to purchase. 

Council Member Daeke said he is excited about the idea but he had concerns.  One of the 
businesses Mr. Hernandez was thinking about putting on this location was a HVAC business.  
Mr. Daeke was not thrilled about having this type of business on Garnett Street.  He expressed 
concern about selling the property with the knowledge that Mr. Hernandez was not going to 
develop right away.  He said the property could sit for years and then be sold.  Mr. Daeke felt 
conditions should be placed on the sale if Council approved this action. 

Council Member Coffey felt a timeline would be necessary to bring the parcels into compliance.  
Mr. Spruill reminded Council that this property would need to meet the Code Compliance 
requirements just like all other properties.   

Mayor Ellington said the buildings at this location have a tree growing out of them and 
commented about EDC incentives.  He said he has seen the Louisburg property that is done but 
has not opened due to the pandemic.   

Council Member Williams thought the business plan was unique but did not want to go back on 
the 40% guideline.   

Council Member Rainey felt the City should not “give away” the property, especially since the 
funds would have to be split with the County. 

Mayor Ellington commented that the properties are in terrible shape. 

Council Member Elliott reiterated that if Council elected to go through the upset bid process, a 
timeframe should be required and she asked the City Attorney for his comments. 

Attorney Edwards said this is a multifaceted situation.  He said Council cannot give the property 
away and that it should sell for market value.   

Mr. Spruill was asked how long these parcels have been empty.  Mr. Spruill said they have been 
vacant for many years and that the City has owned them since 2012. 

At this time Council Member Coffey said she would like to make a motion to decline the offer. 

Mayor Ellington asked how Council would like to proceed. 

Council Member Coffey moved to DENY Resolution 20-59, Authorizing the Sale of Two Parcels 
of City Owned Land Located at 427-425 South Garnett Street, Recorded in Vance County Tax 
Deed Book 1346, Page 1154, Further Identified as PIN #0002 05008 and 0002 05008-A 
Respectively and to Advertise for Upset Bids Per North Carolina General Statute 160A-269.
Motion seconded by Council Member Rainey and of this offer was DENIED by the following 
vote: YES: Rainey, Elliott, Daeke, Williams and Coffey.  NO: Burnette and Spriggs.  ABSTAIN:  
None.  ABSENT: None.  (See Resolution Book 6, p 417) 
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Providing for the Disposition of a Jointly Owned Property by the City and County 
Identified as 1324 Hargrove Street, Recorded in Vance County Tax Deed Book 1314, Page 
0471, Further Identified as PIN #0006 06003  (Reference:  CAF 20-90; Resolution 20-62) 

City Manager Blackmon explained that an offer to purchase was received by Vance County.  The 
offer was for $5,000 and the assessed tax value is $4,230.   

There was no discussion.  Mayor Ellington asked Council how it wished to proceed. 

Council Member Coffey moved the approval of Resolution 20-62 Providing for the Disposition 
of a Jointly Owned Property by the City and County Identified as 1324 Hargrove Street, 
Recorded in Vance County Tax Deed Book 1314, Page 0471, Further Identified as PIN #0006 
06003.   Motion seconded by Council Member Elliott, and APPROVED by the following vote: 
YES: Elliott, Daeke, Spriggs, Williams, Coffey, Burnette and Rainey.  NO: None. ABSTAIN: 
None. ABSENT: None (See Resolution Book 6, p 423) 

Submittal of an Application to Clean Water State Revolving Fund for Henderson Sewer 
Rehabilitation 2020 Project  (Reference: CAF 20-91; Resolution 20-63) 

City Manager Blackmon said the City has reported 40 sanitary sewer overflows since February 
2020.  The City has not had the funds to take care of these overflows but now has an opportunity 
to submit an application to help eliminate these overflows.  He asked City Engineer Clark 
Thomas to provide further details. 

Mr. Thomas said an evaluation of the collection system began in 2016.  He said the contractor 
(WK Dickson) and the engineer were taking the approach of identifying the problems together 
and then will develop costs for repair based on a unit price bid.  The cost of doing this 
rehabilitation would be approximately $1.52 per month.  Mr. Thomas added if the funds are 
awarded it would be at 0% interest and the cost of this project is $2,500,000.   

Council Member Spriggs asked that this increase be presented to citizens properly so they 
understand why this is necessary. 

Council Member Daeke asked about how staff has used the I&I funds.  Mr. Clark said they are 
testing often and have identified several issues that need to be addressed.   

Manager Blackmon said long term, if the City continues to have overflows; the State can keep 
the City from issuing permits which would hinder the City from growing. 

Council Member Daeke thought making application was a good idea but wanted to make sure 
that the I&I work continued.  Mr. Thomas said the Public Works staff are good at identifying 
repair needs. 

With no other discussion, Mayor Ellington asked Council how it wished to proceed. 
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Council Member Elliott moved the approval of Resolution 20-63 Submittal of an Application to 
Clean Water State Revolving Fund for Henderson Sewer Rehabilitation 2020 Project. Motion 
seconded by Council Member Rainey, and APPROVED by the following vote: YES: Daeke, 
Spriggs, Williams, Coffey, Burnette, Rainey and Elliott.  NO: None. ABSTAIN: None. 
ABSENT: None (See Resolution Book 6, p 425) 

CONSENT AGENDA 

All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine or have been previously 
discussed, and can be approved in one motion, unless a Council Member asks for separate 
consideration of an item.   

The City Clerk read the Consent Agenda that is summarized as follows: 

Ratifying a Letter of Engagement between the City of Henderson and Nelson Price & 
Associates, P.A., for Audit Activity to Comply with Yellow Book Requirements for the 
Annual Audit for Fiscal Year 2019-2020  (Reference: CAF 20-86, Resolution 20-58)  This 
action will allow the Finance Department to be in compliance with State requirements by 
engaging this firm to generate the City’s financial statements and adjusting entries to satisfy the 
primary auditor’s independence mandate. (See Resolution Book 6, p 415) 

Approving Financing Terms Between the City of Henderson and First Citizens Bank and 
Refinancing Terms with Benchmark Community Bank  (Reference:  CAF 20-89, Resolution 
20-61)  After receiving quotes from three financial institutions, First Citizens Bank submitted an 
interest rate of 1.38% for a five year lease/purchase rate for purchasing the items approved in the 
FY 21 Budget.  Due to the low interest rates, bids were obtained to refinance the current existing 
capital loans and Benchmark Community Bank provided a bid of 1.99% interest that will save 
the City over $15,000. (See Resolution Book 6, p 421) 

Tax Releases and Refunds from Vance County for the Month of July 2020.  (Reference:  
CAF 20-82) The Finance Director has reviewed the following releases/refunds and found them to 
be in order.  This action approves the tax releases and refunds for July 2020.  
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July 2020 Tax Releases & Refunds

Name Reason Tax Year Amount

Real & Personal Property Releases

Anstead, William Grant Exempt 2020 385.88$                    

Ayscue, Wade Grant Exempt 2020 444.62$                    

Beckham, Timothy Grant Exempt 2020 1,644.48$                 

Bulock, David Grant Exempt 2020 478.32$                    

Evans, Kenneth Grant Exempt 2020 440.55$                    

Hernanadez, Martha Grant Exempt 2020 329.03$                    

Leyen, Terry Grant Exempt 2020 440.55$                    

Moss, Kevin Corrected Value 2020 23.96$                      

Norwood, Teresa Grant Exempt 2020 244.75$                    

Sossamon Funeral Home Corrected Value 2020 221.34$                    

Real & Personal Property Releases - Total 4,653.48$                 

Real & Personal Property Refunds

-$                         

Real & Personal Property Refunds - Total -$                          

Audit Discoveries

Miscellaneous Gap Bill Discovery 2020 1,853.77$                 

Miscellaneous Real & Personal Discoveries 2020 3,988.65$                 

Audit Discoveries - Total 5,842.42$                 

Total Refunds, Releases, & Discoveries 10,495.90$        

Mayor Ellington asked if anyone wished to remove any item from the Consent Agenda 

Council Member Rainey moved the approval of the Consent Agenda as presented.  Motion 
seconded by Council Member Coffey, and approved by the following vote:  YES :Spriggs, 
Williams, Coffey, Burnette, Rainey, Elliott and Daeke. NO: None.  ABSTAIN: None.  
ABSENT: None. 

There was no other discussion so Mayor Ellington asked Council how it wished to proceed. 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

City Clerk McCrackin advised no citizen wished to address Council on Non-Agenda items.   

REPORTS 

a) Mayor/Mayor Pro-Tem  - No Report 
b) City Manager –  

i. The monthly Financial Report was distributed along with the Agenda 
Package 

ii. The GovDeal Report was distributed this evening 
iii. Interviews are taking place this week for the HWRF Director 
iv. The Downtown Development Manager, Kathy Walters, is retiring the end of 

this month 
v. The School of Government is ready to meet with Council and the Planning 

Board in a joint meeting to present what they have accomplished to date 



Minute Book 45 
14 September 2020 Regular Virtual Meeting Minutes 

Page 10 of 12 

c) City Attorney –  No Report
d) City Clerk –  The Veterans Dog Walk with be held on September 26 at the Animal Shelter 

OTHER 

Authorizing the Appointment of Ola Thorpe-Cooper to Fill the Vacant Unexpired Ward 4 
Ward Seat of Former City Council Member Fearldine A. Simmons.  (Reference:  CAF 20-
85; Resolution 20-57 

Mayor Ellington thanked the individuals interested in filling this seat for attending the meeting 
this evening.  He said he would call each candidate forward in alphabetical order, and asked that 
they please state their name and a little about themselves.  Then he would ask them all the same 
question:  Please share with us any activities, events, or projects that you have participated in 
that have contributed to enhancing or improving the lives of the citizens of the City of 
Henderson.  

Bernard Alston- Mr. Bernard Alston said he is a lifelong resident of 259 N. Pinkston Street and 
that he is a former Council Member.  In response to the question, he said while on council, the 
library, police station and performing arts buildings were approved, along with the Aycock 
Center and the Operations Center.  After obtaining his law degree he came back to Henderson 
with no intention of staying;  however, his father passed away and he has been in Henderson ever 
since.  He worked with several council members in reforming the Council wards.  He has served 
on the YMCA Board, been president of the NAACP and worked with the Boys and Girls Club.  
He loves Henderson and is dedicated to making Henderson better. 

Tiffany Branch- Ms. Tiffany Branch has resided in Henderson for 33 years and feels the 
younger generation needs to become more involved.  She was involved with the 2005 Weed and 
Seed program and has worked with GangFree to count the homeless and to provide gloves, coats 
and shoes.  She has worked on various food drives with community members and often works 
behind the scenes using personal funds.  She would like to continue helping the citizens of 
Henderson.  

George M. Daye- Mr. George Daye has been a resident of Henderson for 77 years.  He has 
served as a Council Member and said this particular Council is like family to him.  He said 
everyone has different opinions and ideas but they work well together.  He worked at Harriett 
Henderson for many years and then established Raemac Transportation that he owned for 20 
years.  He said Ms. Simmons was special to him.  At this point, Mr. Daye said he is having 
thoughts of going back into the transportation business and asked to be removed as a candidate. 

Mayor Ellington said it was very noble of Mr. Daye to step down. 

Sharon Owens- Ms. Sharon Owens said she is a long time resident of Henderson being raised 
on Pearl Street.  She has worked extensively at her church with the youth helping to build 
character so they become prosperous in the community.  She has worked with Kittrell Job Corps 
and Central Children’s Home helping the youth to become better citizens.  Ms. Owens 
mentioned bringing in people to help them with their medication and she ran for Mayor during 
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the last election.  She has helped register people to vote for the presidential election and works 
with the community to improve literacy and computer knowledge. 

Ola Thorpe-Cooper – Ms. Thorpe-Cooper was born and raised in the Flint Hill area of 
Henderson.  She left in 1966 to further her education and worked 41 years in government in the 
Washington, DC area.  She has been a pastor for five (5) years and recently chartered a bus for 
youth to visit the African American museum in Washington.  She has a passion for Henderson 
and formed a community enrichment program at Pinkston Street School in conjunction with 
Vance-Granville Community College.  Her church des a clothes giveaway, gives away food and 
recently raised funds for giving wireless headphones to schoolchildren.  Ray of Hope offers a 
GED program to adults, computer lab classes and a tutoring program.  Recently a girl scout troop 
began meeting at her church and she would like to see the kids in the community become better 
citizens. 

Mayor Ellington thanked each of these candidates for their time and effort that they put into 
sharing their desire to fill this vacant seat.  He especially thanked Mr. Daye for his words and 
what he did. 

It was the consensus of Council to file this vacant seat by paper ballot.  Council Member Daeke 
asked how Council Member Burnette would vote.  The Manager said Mr. Burnette would submit 
his selection to the Manager who would do a screen shot for the Clerk.  

The Clerk then distributed a paper ballot to each Council Member.  The paper ballot listed the 
names of all five (5) candidates.  Once all the Council Members had marked and signed their 
ballot, Ms. McCrackin collected the ballots and tallied the results.  Ms. McCrackin then asked 
the Manager to verify the results and he announced that based on the tabulation, Ms. Ola Thorpe-
Cooper received five out of the seven votes.  Ms. Bernard Alston received one (1) vote and Ms. 
Sharon Owens received one (1) vote. 



Minute Book 45 
14 September 2020 Regular Virtual Meeting Minutes 

Page 12 of 12 

Mayor Ellington stated that Council has voted by paper ballot and Ms. Thorpe-Cooper has been 
selected to fill the unexpired term of  Ms. Fearldine A. Simmons for the Ward 4 Ward Seat. 

(Clerk’s Note:  No roll call or unanimous consensus was needed since there was a signed, 
written paper ballot used for this process.) 

Mayor Ellington asked Ms. Thorpe-Cooper if she would like to say a few words. 

Ms. Thorpe-Cooper said she wants to help the citizens of Henderson.  She stated that she is 
dedicated to God and will never make the Council ashamed of selecting her to fill this vacant 
seat. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Council Member Elliot moved for adjournment.  Motion seconded by Council Member Rainey 
and unanimously approved.  The meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 

____________________________ 
Eddie Ellington 
Mayor ATTEST: 

_____________________________ 
Esther J. McCrackin, City Clerk 


